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Abstract:  

We rely on diversity in both cultivated plants and their wild relatives as the foundation of crop 

improvement. Many perennial fruit crops have wild relatives in Canada which need to be 

conserved in their natural habitat. In addition, conservation can occur outside of these habitats 

through use of seedbanks. However, many perennial fruit crops are not suited to seedbanks 

and require unique strategies based primarily on living collections. These collections serve as 

valuable resources for exploring plant variation and provide material for breeding efforts. 

Perennial fruit crops can also serve as useful examples for helping the public understand the 

value of crop wild relatives. Ultimately, a future with a secure and sustainable food supply 

demands that we conserve and harness the immense amount of variation available across 

perennial fruit crops and their relatives.  
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